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CHAPTER 1

Service
Records... Albert William Pleasance

Corporal
No. 658

37th
Battalion A.lL.F.

B Company
10th Infantry Brigade

Enlisted 4/2/1916

Discharged 12/6/1919

Over 3 years service :
Messines, Passchendale, Ypres, Somme, Heilly,
Hamel, Proyant, Bray.
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338 HISTORY OF THE 37th BATTALION A.LF.

Reg. No, Renle Mitame

aT4d Private PERRY, A. G.
2229 Private PERRY, C. A.

873 Corporal PERRY, E. 8.

0874 Private PEREYMAN, J. E.
2886 Corporal PERYMAN, F. P.
1946 Private PETTERSSAN, A. 8.

G118 L/Corporal PETTIT, A.
2R Private FETTIT, F. A.

2448 Sergeant FPHELAN, E- T,
Lieutenant PHILIP, W. 5.

1898 Private PHILLIPS, A.

2EET Corporal PHILLIPS, A. 8.

3121 Private FPHILLIPS, E.

16561 FPrivate PHILLIPS, M. H. B.

Lt Private PHILLIPS, N. J.
2888 Private PHILLIFPS, W.

aTe Private PICKERING, H. C.

GAT Private PICKEETT, B. R.

275 Private PICKUP, F.

1884 L/Corporal PIGGOTT, A.

Tah Privata PIKE, W. H.
1652 Private PILE, Wm.
8122 Private PILLAR, F. F.
2129 Private PINI, J. N.
praz ity Private PITT, C. D.

(i1t Corporal PLEASANCHE, A. W.

gan Private POLLATIDY, A. B.
G200 Private POLLARD, G.

80 Private POLLARD, R. G.
8128 Private POLMEAR, H. M.
18495 Private FOOLEY, R. C.
2890 Private PORTER, W. G.
2383 Private POTTER, H. L.

6a0 Private POTTER, 8. IE.
1664 Private POTTENGEER, H. E.
1663 Private POTTENGER, J. G.
AHG2 Private POTTS, J. J.

71 Private POTTS, W. H.

48 Serpeant POWELL, (.
2891 Private POWELL, H. A.
28082 Private POWELL, I. C. W. I

Lientenant POWELL, P. W.

2130 Private FPOWELL, W. A.
aTa Corporal FOWER, C.

BE2 Private POWER, F. I.
G064 Private POWER, M. J.

512 C.5.M. POWER, R. E.
3218 Private POYMTER, J. C.

5366 Private FPOYNTON, G. F.































€58
1119
6953
6306
5397
1762
1224

S217

Pte

Roll call - Source Australian War Memorial
Canberra Internet Web site.

Albert %illigm
Charles Maxwsil
Edwin Harold

#11frad cx-mum_w 48th Battalion

Jagk

Osmond Wi1lliam(¥) -

¥illlem Avenis

#illiem Renjamin(VD)Z Tapt,

Frederick Wormn

Edgar Tawrencs (1)

Reginald Domald
Harold

Hemry Tasrenes (u31)
Henry Charles John

Kogs Ieonard
George. Taylor (¥G)
Robert Portansy
Johm James
Simon

Thomas James

PLERDERLEITE Andrew
PLENTY

PLEASANCE
L ut. FLEASANGE
Poa ., FLEAZANCT
Tisut . PILEASANCE
Cpl, PLEASARTS
Capt, TPLEASAWTS
bita's o8 PLEASANTES
I& rE PL.PLEASERTS

PLEASE
Iq"'ﬂ‘pl « PLEAZS

PLEAVIN
Pl-l . FPLEDGE
e, PLEDGE
Prea, FIEDGE
Pte. PLEDGE
Lieut. PLEDGER
e, PLEDQER
Fra. PLEMING
Sgte PLERIRG
Pie.  PLENING
e,
Pte
Sgte PLENTY
Pte.  PLENTY
Pte. PLEVEY
Pte . PLEUEY.
Gy, PLEW
e, PLEW
Pre , PLEw
Gnr., PLEWMAN
Lisut, PLEYDELL
™Me, PLEYDELL

Sgt. PLEYDRLL -

v, FLEYDELYL,
b o oS PLEUYRELL
Cpl.  PISYDELT,
Cpl, PLIW

Arthur Parsham
Clarencs Garland
Gaedil Jamas (M)
Ernest George
Homland

Allan Thomas
#illiam John
#illiam Roy
Arthur *dgar
#1lllam “dward

Arthur Desgon (MoH )

Beruard
Charles Yamss

Henry

Aarold Edward
Herbert Ieslis
Josaph

- Johm

4th

38th Battalion 22/2/16
46th Battalion /18
23rd "attalion 3/5/18
22/7/15
17¢h Battallon  £2/2/16
m.n Lo,
AJM,T .S, 3/5/18
 TunDtles 17/8/ 18
Zad M0 tﬂli 13}’7}’ 5
41st Battalion au’;;}m
15th Pattalim 18/9/ 14
-B8th Battalion 2£7/10/18
B7th Battalion 17
Sth ¥.0.Bn, 8/18
2 L.H,
11¢h L.H, a}/ 12714
S56th Battalion 16
H48n Battalion 11/9/14
Sth Battalion 27 ylﬁ
57th Battalion 2/16
Srd L.H ag’m 14
3rd LeX. - 19!
43r4 Battalion
64th Battalion g/
let Ploneers 5;’ 18
38th H.4.Bde,
Bth Battelion &fﬁfn
43rd Battalion
ﬁth T--“fM‘l
4th Pionmers
A.Pogt Cs : &}14
284 Battalion 13/1
24th Battalion 1!13/1*
Al 8/5/14
1?1’.11{31“!!}? +4 «Bds i?ﬁ.’
Kit Store o8/
7th Battalion 13,#’9}15
39th Battalion 15/6/186

ReTualke
b Y 1.}" 12
K:T.4,
ReTelhs 2

Nisch, 1711:
R.T.4. 1/7/19
Pigeh. 10/8/12

RTuh .
ReTehs 10/1/18
RaToh, 13/4/19

AeTehe 7/11/18
RoTess 8/7/19
RaTadie s/a,!m
HeTaha BST
FeTade 2 5,119
K.X.6. 28/9/
RaTsls 1? 18

B.Tede

RoTehs zaf:s,fm
BJT WA 15/5{}
R-TiAl u
'-;-Tm. 1! !
TeTelis 1@
RaTsfie ) 3
HaTedhn
Fd afie
Lolun,

24/1/180
28/7/18
FeTehe 3171718
HeTefte 1/11/17
FaTese 24/1/18

EeloAs 4/5/17
n’thﬂ- &l’?lﬂ
B.Tehe 12/11/126
%aTeA. 13/7/10
Kolalo 18/ /
RaTafis #'? 19
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CHAPTER 2

Postcards...

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPFH,

69. NIGHT SceENE oN BriTISH FRONT. JuLy |37 [9]6. CHEWN COPTRIGHT HESERVED

Albert liked to send letters and
postcards home to his wife Ruby.
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A unins.
H.M. The King at the Anzac Revue

{Copyright.)

B0 Castle Street, Saliabury

March Past of the Artillery, September 27th, 1916,
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POST CARD.

Write Your Message here, Address here./

ey ,zf//'f%zf LT P

Sfondl e Lone
(2 lfer

Ha)’/-l"mny
Stamp

p

2 The Soldier’s Cen Commandmenis. o

t~Thou shalt not compiain nor write sbos Ve cpistles
whesn thy Sciuter, whoe s forever thy slave, cannot get *leave
Nor zhuse him whena he oinly getteth *48," for there are otners.
of Digher rank than he.  Nar entice bim to ‘overstay® and bask
in thy presance for ever | for therein Liss the way of 'C.B '

2—Thou shalt not warship any other smase but ME,

3—=Thou shalt not doubt thy .Soldiér's Word
when be * Zellerte Ve the Tale” tnat ha hath not cast eves on

any fnir mayd but thes, for in all muth there s a scarcite in
b= Wilderaess, thongh there are strange beings calied Caoks
wEka Baln a sirong resembiance 10 what men calleth * A Bl

+—Give no man the ' Glad Eye ' but ME.

5~ Thou shalt not expecteth thv Soldier 1o * Trear’

thee with “cante=o Swipes ' when on a visit, for he knoweth the
quality thereof, he aiso tath knowledge that to get 1o *Ye Merry
amdd Bright ' stage as hitherto, woald taketh tweive monthe” pav.
Tho' it i3 Jaud down in the Book of the Lion-tamere that “ It is
Batter to Give than Receive' they meaneth C B, aad Umpty
other things, not Gery lignor, {or he or <he that * Giveth 7 snall
be fined according 10 the law of the Jand,

5—Thou shalt not gad about during thy Soldier's
absence; tor thouphy he knowsth oe can trust thee, lhere zre
sirange meg in the land wath ‘the Evil Eye' Shan those
warms czlled ‘Conscientious Objectors “as yve would the plagus,

7—T hou shalt not purchase Motor-Cars, Dainty Lin-
gerie, Sulks, For-belows and otser articles of atlrastion oul of
thy Soidier’s allowance, thongh he expecteth to see fine things
when * On Leave ' thou shouldst study economy in everything,
Furthermore, always weareth thy skirts & beconune lengih.

5—Thou shalt write often tothy marin the Wilderness
for thy salifer says n all ruta tear, Verly, letters from thee
are thrice welcomed in this oatlandish spot.

~9—Thou shalt not Worry or getteth the hump likethz
the camely of the d=serc; for thon shionldst * Pack Up your
Troablzs in thy Oid Handbag ' and Smile, and the Suan shatl

sbi.nc_th on thee and thine for ever.

io—Thou shalt not praise any Regiment bor © Ours "

Furthermore —Acteth thee up to a'l these, thy Soldier's Com-
mands, then when the spirit moves our good'y C.0O, T will hin
meaway and saluie my goddess with a chasts kiss oneither cheeck,

SN p— — P

LAKKHILL, 1976 (Signed) *Thumbs Up ™
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FI M. The Kiog at the Anzac Revie —
March Past of the New Zealand Mountcd"n[nmry and the RA.M.C., September 2711, 1916,
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Rather a sad one here.

Sent to Albert from his

brother Alf.

Alf died of wounds 12

months later.

(See next page)




Pleasance, Alfred Ernest

Number: 5179

Rank: Private [Pte]

Unit: 59th Bn Australian Inf
Service: Army

Conflict: 1914-1918

Date of Death: 29/09/1918

Place of Death:

Cause of DeathDied of wounds
Memorial Panel168
Cemetery or Memorial Details: FRANCE 1495 Templeux-le-Guerard British

Cemetery
Next Of Kin:
Place Of Enlistment: Darnum, VIC
Native Place:

Notes: PLEASANCE, Pte. Alfred Ernest, 5179. 59th Bn. Australian Inf. Died of

wounds 29th Sept., 1918. Age 23. Son of Eldred and Mary Pleasance, of
Darnum Park, Darnum, Victoria, Australia. Native of Suffolk, England. II.
F. 38.

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War, Army



~ Y Gt

L. —







Sent to Ruby -

from a family

friend.




CHAPTER 3

Collection

Like most soldiers on the Western Front
Albert liked to collect things.

He carried them home in his kit bag.
How heavy was it?

The following pages show some of the
things he bought back. Do you know what
they are, or what they were used for?
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CHAPTER

Hi48 Brother
Alfred...




Albert’s diary entry mentions the death of his
brother Alfred. Why did he have to learn about
his death from Miss Pennington in England,
and not be told directly by the Army?

We can only imagine how Albert felt about that
one!l!!

N6.5179 Private
PLEASANCE Alfred Ernest

59th Battalion
£9/9/18
Died of wounds

Er. E. Pleasance{Father)



In Memory of
Private ALFRED ERNEST PLEASANCE

5179, 59th Bn., Australian Infantry, A.I.F.
who died age 23
on 29 September 1918
Son of Eldred and Mary Pleasance, of Darnum
Park, Darnum, Victoria, Australia. Native of
Suffolk, England.
Remembered with honour
TEMPLEUX-LE-GUERARD BRITISH CEMETERY
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Alfred’s original headstone.

PuAL.LEAGA
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1015

Today it is something like this...




Cemetery Details

Ceme
tery:

TEMPLEUX-LE-
GUERARD BRITISH
CEMETERY

Coun
try:

France

TEMPLEUX-LE-GUERARD BRITISH CEMETERY.



Partu:ulars Required for thi}y of Honour of Australia in

e Me og‘al War Museum.
. Name (in full) of Fallen Soldier. .. .= .
Uait and Namber (if known). ... 5/7? 9‘77* Mﬁ /? j \?i

3 With what Town or Districtin .'\lhtl"l]la was he chiclly counectad (under which his nane vueht to comevn the Memorial)—
.

Town (if any) . ../ QLM77 ()i MM

4. What was bhis Birthplace*-:ﬂ‘z&f%m‘/ M .
. Date of Death 2?" - /{

6. Piace where Killed or Waounded.. %&M— -«Wt
Pa‘rl%lculars Reqmre for the Nation’s Hxstones.
1. What was his Calling

Axe at time of Death. :

. !;‘

o
~!

9

3. What was his School... -’WMJ /W M

4. What was his other Training N e
5. If born in Britain or Abroad, at what age did he come to Australia. ... / 5 /)- O
6. Had he ever served in any Military or Naval Force before Eunlisting in the A.LF. (Please state particulars) .

. Any other biographical detnds lxlu.l) to be of iuterest to the Ilistorian of the ALY, or of his Rustmant—

S. Was L connected with auy other Member of the ALF. who died or who distinguished himseli.  (Piease state
elationship)—

9. Name and Address of the Parent or other person giving this information—

Namo -

Address

NOTE.—This Folder is Addressed to the Sc\mao. Dcparlmmt of Defence, M¢bourne. Please fold irgfour. and sti

& down gummed ilap
' - so that the addressed portion is outside.  The information is reyuired urgently.
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If you are connected to the Internet tap here to see the Google Map of the Cemetery
where Alfred is buried.
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Elaine and Peter Pleasance visited the cemetery on July 24th 2014.
In the small space we had in the visitors book at the cemetery, Peter wrote:
“In memory of my Great Uncle, who I never met,
and whom my father was named after.”






CHAPTER 5

His Mate
A.A. Veering

On the back of Albert’s name disc we found a
memorial to A.A. Veering. You don’t put such an ‘In
Memory’ there unless you knew the person well.

We can only assume that Alfred Arnold Veering was
one of Albert’s great mates.

Albert never liked to talk much about the horrible
side of his war service, as he, like many others could
never understand the futility of war.

It only leads us to ask:
Was Albert with Alfred when he died?
How did his death effect Albert?







—

VEARTIC

| ]’ ~ A.A. 1673
el K. 471017 g

T knew casualty, he was a 3slight built man, 5'7" in height, fair
Caaual ty was at Passchendaele

complexion, about 25 years of age.
Me was going forward in attack with a Lewis

during the advance,
lozive shell landed alongside him, &

Gun Bection when a high exB
piece entering his cheat, killing him instantly, I was twenty
yards in the rear of him 2t the time of his death, He was buried

near where he fell. There was = cross erected over hia grave, with
his name number and unit on it,

Informanti- 2929

D.L. Bullock
Sundy Creek

via HULON









CWGC

Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Cemetery Reports

There are 641 records in the database. In this category there are 106 records.

[A-cl[o-Fl[e-1][3-L][M-O][P-R][s-V]W-Z]

101|VALLELY, JAMES, ] Sapper 966 |Royal Engineers 02/05/1915 |19 IV.U. 4.

102|VEAL, CHARLES JAMES, C ] |(Private G/1539|Middlesex Regiment 25/09/1915 |Unknown|Sp. Mem.

103|VEARING, ALFRED ARNOLD, (Lance Corporal|1673 [Australian Infantry, A.LLF. [04/10/1917 [Unknown(IV. J. 10.
AA

104|VENESS, THOMAS WILLIAM, (Lance Corporal |4000 [9th (Queen's Royal) Lancers [18/10/1914 (20 I11. K. 25/27.
TW

105|VINCENT, ERNEST READER, |Rifleman R/7034 |King's Royal Rifle Corps 16/06/1915 (23 II. M. 4.
ER

106|VOWLER, EDWARD Second Duke of Cornwall's Light 14/03/1915 |Unknown|V. M. 9.
MAXWELL, EM Lieutenant Infantry

123456




CWGC

Commonwealth War Graves Commission

In Memory of
Lance Corporal ALFRED ARNOLD VEARING

1673, 37th Bn., Australian Infantry, A.I.F.
who died
on 04 October 1917
Son of Alfred and Mary Vearing, of Beckom, New South Wales. Born in Victoria, Australia.
Remembered with honour
SANCTUARY WOOD CEMETERY

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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SANCTUARY WOOD CEMETERY

Belgium

Ieper, West-Vlaanderen

Wheelchair access to this site is possible, but maybe by an alternative entrance. For
further information regarding wheelchair access, please contact our Enquiries
Department on telephone number: 01628 634221

Sanctuary Wood Cemetery is located 5 Kms east of Ieper town centre, on the
Canadalaan, a road leading from the Meenseweg (N8), connecting leper to Menen.
From Ieper town centre the Meenseweg is located via Torhoutstraat and right onto
Basculestraat. Basculestraat ends at a main cross roads, directly over which begins
the Meenseweg. 3 Kms along the Meenseweg lies the right hand turning onto
Canadalaan. The cemetery itself is located 1.5 Kms along Canadalaan on the right
hand side of the road. 100 metres beyond the cemetery at the end of the Canadalaan
is the Hill 62 Memorial.




CHAPTER 6

After WW1...

Albert married Ruby Lyons...




Albert and Ruby lived on the land and eventually
settled in Bendigo. They had four children:

Elsie, Mena, Alfred (named after Albert’s brother),
and lvy. They had an orchard in Bendigo that they
later changed to a poultry farm. They built two
houses on the land they owned over the years.

Albert and Ruby at their 50th wedding
anniversary.



This the last photo of Albert taken not long before
he died (aged 87). It is of the four generations and
Albert was very pleased with the new baby as it
meant a continuation of the family name.

Albert
William
Pleasance

Peter Douglas
Pleasance - his
grandson

Mark Alfred Pleasance
- his great grandson



Ruby cutting her 100th birthday cake...




A recent photo of the next four generations...

Alfred Ernest Pleasance - Albert’s son

Peter Douglas
Pleasance -
Albert’s
grandson

Harry George Pleasance - Albert’s
great great grandson

Mark Alfred Pleasance -
Albert’s great grandson



CHAPTER 7

Albert

William
Pleasance




SECTION 1

Albert’s Diaries... Albert William Pleasance

Corporal
No. 658

The following
sections contain
Albert's wartime
diaries.

He wrote in small
books that he hid in

“I never thought a man could go his boots.
I Th itt
through all we did & then come out with a pencil.

smiling, but we did.” A number of files

are used to cover all
of the diary entries.

Albert’s diaries are his account of his experiences
on the Western Front. They are more about day to
day happenings and do not detail the brutal
aspects of the war.
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