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IN MEMORY OF MY WONDERFUL GRANDFATHER...



CHAPTER 1

Service 
Records...







































Roll call - Source Australian War Memorial
Canberra Internet Web site.





























CHAPTER 2

Postcards...

Albert liked to send letters and 
postcards home to his wife Ruby.





































Rather a sad one here. 

Sent to Albert from his 
brother Alf.

Alf died of wounds 12 
months later.
(See next page)



Pleasance, Alfred Ernest 
Number:  5179
Rank:  Private [Pte]
Unit:  59th Bn Australian Inf
Service:  Army
Conflict:  1914-1918
Date of Death:  29/09/1918
Place of Death:  
Cause of Death: Died of wounds
Memorial Panel: 168
Cemetery or Memorial Details:  FRANCE 1495 Templeux-le-Guerard British   

Cemetery
Next Of Kin:  
Place Of Enlistment:  Darnum, VIC 
Native Place:  
Notes:  PLEASANCE, Pte. Alfred Ernest, 5179. 59th Bn. Australian Inf. Died of 

wounds 29th Sept., 1918. Age 23. Son of Eldred and Mary Pleasance, of
Darnum Park, Darnum, Victoria, Australia. Native of Suffolk, England. II. 
F. 38.

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War, Army







Sent to Ruby - 
from a family 
friend.



CHAPTER 3

Collection

Like most soldiers on the Western Front 
Albert liked to collect things.

He carried them home in his kit bag.  
How heavy was it?

The following pages show some of the 
things he bought back. Do you know what 
they are, or what they were used for?



























CHAPTER 4

His Brother 
Alfred...



Albert’s diary entry mentions the death of his 
brother Alfred. Why did he have to learn about 
his death from Miss Pennington in England, 
and not be told directly by the Army?

We can only imagine how Albert felt about that 
one!!!!



In Memory of  
Private ALFRED ERNEST PLEASANCE  

 
5179, 59th Bn., Australian Infantry, A.I.F.  

who died age 23 
on 29 September 1918  

Son of Eldred and Mary Pleasance, of Darnum 
Park, Darnum, Victoria, Australia. Native of 

Suffolk, England.  
Remembered with honour  

TEMPLEUX-LE-GUERARD BRITISH CEMETERY  



Alfred’s original headstone.

Today it is something like this...



Cemetery Details

Ceme
tery:

TEMPLEUX-LE-
GUERARD BRITISH 
CEMETERY

Coun
try:

France









If you are connected to the Internet tap here to see the Google Map of the Cemetery 
where Alfred is buried.



Elaine and Peter Pleasance visited the cemetery on July 24th 2014.  
In the small space we had in the visitors book at the cemetery, Peter wrote:  

“In memory of my Great Uncle, who I never met,  
and whom my father was named after.”





CHAPTER 5

His Mate 
A.A. Veering

On the back of Albert’s name disc we found a 
memorial to A.A. Veering. You don’t put such an ‘In 
Memory’ there unless you knew the person well.  
We can only assume that Alfred Arnold Veering was 
one of Albert’s great mates.  
Albert never liked to talk much about the horrible 
side of his war service, as he, like many others could 
never understand the futility of war. 
 
It only leads us to ask: 
Was Albert with Alfred when he died? 
How did his death effect Albert? 

















Cemetery: SANCTUARY WOOD CEMETERY

Country: Belgium

Locality: Ieper, West-Vlaanderen

Visiting Information: Wheelchair access to this site is possible, but maybe by an alternative entrance. For 
further information regarding wheelchair access, please contact our Enquiries 
Department on telephone number: 01628 634221

Location 
Information:

Sanctuary Wood Cemetery is located 5 Kms east of Ieper town centre, on the 
Canadalaan, a road leading from the Meenseweg (N8), connecting Ieper to Menen. 
From Ieper town centre the Meenseweg is located via Torhoutstraat and right onto 
Basculestraat. Basculestraat ends at a main cross roads, directly over which begins 
the Meenseweg. 3 Kms along the Meenseweg lies the right hand turning onto 
Canadalaan. The cemetery itself is located 1.5 Kms along Canadalaan on the right 
hand side of the road. 100 metres beyond the cemetery at the end of the Canadalaan 
is the Hill 62 Memorial.



CHAPTER 6

After WW1...
Albert married Ruby Lyons...



Albert and Ruby lived on the land and eventually 
settled in Bendigo. They had four children: 
Elsie, Mena, Alfred (named after Albert’s brother), 
and Ivy. They had an orchard in Bendigo that they 
later changed to a poultry farm. They built two 
houses on the land they owned over the years.

Albert and Ruby at their 50th wedding 
anniversary.



This the last photo of Albert taken not long before 
he died (aged 87). It is of the four generations and 
Albert was very pleased with the new baby as it 
meant a continuation of the family name.

Albert 
William  
Pleasance

Alfred Ernest Pleasance - his son

Peter Douglas 
Pleasance - his 
grandson

Mark Alfred Pleasance 
- his great grandson



Ruby cutting her 100th birthday cake...



A recent photo of the next four generations...
Alfred Ernest Pleasance - Albert’s son

Peter Douglas 
Pleasance -  
Albert’s  
grandson

Mark Alfred Pleasance - 
Albert’s great grandson

Harry George Pleasance - Albert’s 
great great grandson



CHAPTER 7

Albert 
William 
Pleasance



SECTION 1

Albert’s Diaries...

96

Albert William Pleasance

Corporal
No. 658

The following 
sections contain 
Albert's wartime 
diaries.

He wrote in small 
books that he hid in
his boots.

They were written 
with a pencil.

A number of files 
are used to cover all
of the diary entries.

“I never thought a man could go 
through all we did & then come out 

smiling, but we did.”
Albert’s diaries are his account of his experiences 
on the Western Front. They are more about day to 
day happenings and do not detail the brutal 
aspects of the war. 






































































































































































































































